The Official Newsletter of the Tashoe Nordic Search & Rescue Team, Inc.

APRIL 1998

Lalse Tahoe - Trudsee - Donner Summit

@eut beneral Megting is Monday, April 6, 1998, 700 pm. at the Granibabhen Resort's Shi HuD

The Great Ski Race 1998 big a problem for a backcountry .s].sier, but. a boarder caught in
While everyone else in and around the Tahoe basin was bracing for Szl out ‘:)Ifl'ltlli:: bg?:: chaﬂr:ce of hl te %ha t:éle than po;tl;‘hﬁhng their

more snow from the end of the snowiest February on record, Tahoe Taﬂ Nordi S' h asd Re case ,1? ° rnoon of February 20.

Nordic Search and Rescue Team volunteers were busy assembling the 2a0e tor ‘l:aoaf-(airc la:tn escue eta;n gv as called to search for a

many pieces of The Great Ski Race. Every year the race preparations ms“n}:xﬂgl %LO:L snov::at driv Semhnﬁeme emigﬁr B{;_‘?;:l bo;mt(i}arlyds

fall into place at different times and at different rates. Many people and Team skiers Tony B cﬁr coopd St Reea dg into Coldstream,

perform the same jobs year after year, but each year also sees new S Bowl. the C ny bocaene an eve neynauc preparing to exit

volunteers tackling different facets of the race. This seems the best ugar :lwai; e .ahforrpa Highway Patrol hehcppter H-20 came on

synthesis: seasoned pros and fresh energy. And once again it paid off. gcetrﬁe aél 1dst. ;i t:f;;t:il.y spotted the wallow;.ng boarder, -h'lgh up

Blessed with the first clear weather in four weeks, 750 storm-whipped m ih ° o r?;:; wa board The choppgr couldn't find 2 landing zone

Nordic skiers collectively schussed their long boards 30 km to Truckee pear the stranded snowboarder, go they fhd a low-elevation, full-power

proclaiming it race day! *  hover, and,. in a maelstrom of tornadoing powder snow, yanked the
A little over one hour and twelve minutes after the start gun fired, young man into the plane.

Ben Husaby, of Bend, Oregon, was the first of the field to jet through the unnvsi

finish line. Though Ben had 749 skiers behind him, he skied a lonely S ySlde Event A Succe.ss

course — second place skier Danny Buchanan was more than two March 9 was the ('iate and Su.nnymc'le was the place for the latest

minutes behind Ben's slippery skis had hardly edged to a stop before fund-raiser benefiting Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue Team.

he commenced answering Sunnyside, along with Mussetter Distributing, donated the venue and a
questions from the press. He bunch of gki/snowboard
seemed hardly winded. More equipment as raffle prizes with

the proceeds going to the Team.
T'll tell you it was standing
room only in there most the
night and rolls of raffle tickets
were sold. Every 20 minutes or

than five and half hours later, 900 + .
the 750th — and last — racer of The Great Sk]]- RaCe
the 1998 Great Ski Race 800 ~

crossed the finish line with a
time of 6:48:20. And the race 700 A
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was over. 0 EE:E: K B 8o more prizes would be given
. J B B

But hardly the party! The 8 600 - B & oo kS aV.VB}’. Tl*e raffle cglmmated
beer flowed, prizes were © & B B with a Miller Genuine Draft

; < B Sk B ;
awarded, race souvenirs sold,  5q( w0 55 B BngIWbOchl'd __(its  base
and the racers bounced on the @ 4 B & 3 K emblazoned with an image of a
flexible (yikes!) dance floor of © 5 5 5 ] young woman dressed
Cottonwood Restaurant gz 400 - 55 B IR 3 B for riding on only the warmest

: S sl R B B © 2 i
When it was all over, the B B IR BN o B3 of days) giveaway. Impart your
< 300 - K o oo

thanks to the Sunnyside
management next time you
visit, and thanks also to
Mussetter Distributing and
Team President Gerald

Nordic Team was left with
what was probably one of the
most successful Great Ski 200 -
Races ever. Tahoe Nordic
Search and Rescue Team would 100 o
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no snow, race cancelled
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like to thank all the %% :§E§: ng: E§§§E ;§§3 :§§§3 Rockwell who pulled it all
perticipants and sponsors of 0 B el e KR B R K3 together.

The Great Ski Race, especially NOOOO—NMTNONODO —NM O~

Northstar at Tahos, Diamond bR R R RR3335353555  Seal Weather _
Peak Lake Tahoe, Sugar Bowl e e e e e e e e e e e o e - e On March 21 and 22, Nordic
Ski Resort, Tahoe Forest Team members Randall
Hospital, Sierra Pacific Power Company, SierraWest Bank, Clif Bar, Osterhuber, Gerald Rockwell,

Stoker Bar, Patagonia, Lakeview Cross Country Ski Area, and Dirk Schoonmaker, Steve Twomey, and 3'“35 Viehman guided nine
Cottonwood Restaurant at Hilltop Lodge. Many thanks for supporting members of the Sacramento Naval/Marine Corps Reserve Center's
The Great Ski Race and the life-saving efforts of Tahoe Nordic Search ~ Naval Special Warfare Unit, Group 1 into the backcountry. This group

d Re Team! collates once a month for varied and sundry training exercises, most of
8nc hiescue st which would make Jean Claude Van Damme cower. Trained mostly as
Ninth Team Response Of The Season Naval SEALSs, these guys are experienced technicians in underwater

Referred to as the Lake Run, the fall-line route from the top of Mt. demohthn, speclaltx"ﬁr earms, HALO (High Al_titude Low Opening)
Judal/Donner Peak down to the west end of Donner Lake has grown parachutmi, jungle u.}sertmn » and other wartime rew{elry. For t:.he
exponentially in popularity: the top of this primarily north-facing Rost part t ou%h, they're not backcountry skiers. Our job was to give
powder route is now an easy hike from the top of Sugar Bowl's |- em a taste of mountain skiing, avalanche awareness, and how to
relatively new Mt. Judah chairlift. Faithful to local demographics, a 1vcc>)uac HLE SHow cave. . , . .
large percentage of the Lake Run's devoted are snowboarders — hepcats n a scale of 1 to 10, this group's skill level as skiers ranged
they are, but with a weakness for riding only within view of a road. If somewherg between a 6 and 0.25; thelr_go-fpr-lt attltpde and
unfamiliar with this backcountry, it's easy to get sucked skier's-right at camaraderie probably rated about a 36. At‘tn'ed in everything fr(‘)m
a number of areas, forcing you into Emigrant or Coldstream Canyon. purple (_Z'vore-'tex to camo (lots of camo) to white l}ylon and black ninja-
Emigrant and Coldstream Canyons do not lead to the west end of style snipers' masks, we led them into steep terrain and heavy weather.
Donner Lake. Reversing a wrong turn in this terrain is not usually too Stay with me here...



After skiing out on Sunday in the pouring rain (and challenging snow),
one SEAL, commenting on the weather, reported: "We prefer it like
this." For the effort, Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue Team received a
fat-dollar amount from a Department of Defense purchase order.

Equipment Review

In the March 1998 issue of Snow Line, we talked a bit about the new
generation of triangulating avalanche transceivers, notably the Tracker
DTS. Since those paragraphs, I've had the opportunity to play with one
and talk to a few others who have as well.

The unit's exterior case is pretty sparse of bells and whistles (good)
and has four red LEDs displaying direction arrows that point you to the
buried beacon. Distance (m) to the buried beacon is also displayed. As
you get closer to the buried unit, the cadence of the tone increases, not
the volume (like current transceivers). This feature worked pretty
well; the thing really screams as you spiral in. The direction arrows
and the display of distance did not work so cleanly. By the time you
reach the last couple meters, the transceiver starts to feed you false
information on both direction and distance; here it's probably advisable
to resort to a standard grid-searching technique.

A switch on the front of the case lets you (even in double mitts)
toggle between transmit and receive mode. But as Mike Hatchett
(filmmaker and extreme snowboarder) noted at the March 12 Steep 'N'
Deep avalanche awareness program (of which Tahoe Nordic Search and
Rescue Team was a sponsor): just by wearing his and pressing his chest
against the snow, he can get the thing to convert to receive mode — a
potentially dangerous design flaw. After five minutes the unmit
automatically converts back to transmit, but those five minutes could be
awfully precious if you're buried. The main on/off switch is located on
the back and is a simple rotating dial without a locked "ON" position.
Another design flaw.

In summary, the electronics seem to be promising, but this first
generation transceiver has some bugs to be reworked. The obvious lack

of safety features leads one to believe that its designers have spent little
time on the snow.

The Great Ski Race

Sunday
March ¢, 1999
9:00 a.m. SHARP!

Nordic Team Trainings

Most of the following trainings are all-day ski tours. If you're new to
the Tahoe backcountry and need to figure out what those climbing skins
are used for, you should show up acting enthusiastic. If you feel you
know some local backcountry and can put your skins on in less than 30
seconds, you ought to show up acting humble. In any case, show up.

The Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue Team garage is located at 223
Fairway Drive, Tahoe City, behind the Tahoe City Chevron.

March 29: All-day ski tour. Meet at the garage at 7:30 AM. Call
Steve Twomey for additional beta.

April 4: Joe Pace leads an all-day ski tour. Garage, 7:30 A M.

April 9: Avalanche transceiver practice at the Team garage, 6:00 P.M.

April 18: Ski tour in the Mt. Rose area. Meet at the Team garage at
7:30 AM. or near the Incline Lake entrance road (off the Mt. Rose
Highway) at 8:00.

April 25: A ki tour geared toward the more beginning backcountry
skier. Meet at the Team garage at 7:30 AM.

= |

Tahoe Nordic Search & Rescue Team Officers

President

P.O. Box 7703
Tahoe City, California 96145

Tahoe Nordic Search & Rescue Team, Inc.

Gerald Rockwell 583-5376
Vice President Joe Pace 583-1806
Treasurer Scott Schroepfer 546-2809
Secretary Jackie Thomas 587-2687
Board Members Dirk Schoonmaker 583-2929
Steve Twomey 525-7280
Medora Weiser 525-9248
Chris Worcester 582-4648
Committee Chairs
Cuisine Debra Schroepfer 546-2809
Dispatch Jackie Thomas 587-2687
Education Whitney Foehl 583-8611
Karen Honeywell 546-8609
The Great Ski Race™ Douglas Read 583-6381
Randall Osterhuber 587-3092
Newsletter Randall Osterhuber 587-3092
Snowcats Tony Remenih 583-1684
Snowmobiles Ray O'Brien 581-4358
Training Paul Honeywell 546-8609
Truck/Equipment Dirk Schoonmaker 583-2929
Tahoe Nordic Search & Rescue Team garage 581-4038
All phone numbers area code (530).
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